
WOODY’S WORLD 
Crofton Woods  

Elementary School 
 

410-721-1054 / 410-222-5805 

School Website 

School Hours:   
9:05AM — 3:30PM 

 

 

Vision Statement 
 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message:`         

Gifted Much? 

One important question that many parents ask is what is giftedness and is my child really smart or gifted?  It’s important to 

note that every child has gifts and talents, and those talents may or may not always translate into student academic 

success, but they are talents and gifts none the less!   

In a school setting, we must determine which students have specific academic strengths or talents so we can address their 

needs, differentiate instruction and challenge them appropriately, just as we must identify students who may be lagging 

behind academically, so we can adjust and remediate any weaknesses.  AACPS chooses to do this in second grade, but at 

this young age, students’ abilities are somewhat fluid and may not be set permanently.  We know our young kids’ abilities 

are not set in stone in elementary school.  Piaget describes formal operations of cognitive development as not beginning 

until age 11, when children begin to be able to reason more abstractly, etc.   Kids can easily have a growth spurt 

academically, just as they can physically.   We also know that students may have mastered certain skills or concept in one 

area (such as computation) but may not be as strong in other areas (such as math reasoning).  

Our County uses the terms ALPs (Advanced Learner Programs) and GT (Gifted and Talented), all of which being 

“advanced learners”.  For our advanced learners in Math, often the regular grade level material can be ‘compacted’ or very 

briefly reviewed and then can move quickly into application.   In Math, for example, the instruction might not focus on the 

operation or how to use an algorithm, but instead  on applying what they know.  In both cases, a pre-assessment will help 

determine what needs to be taught and what can be skipped.  In Reading, we are not just looking for  students who  can 

“read anything”, but it’s also in  their ability to  comprehend, both surface level  questions and inferential type questions in 

texts that are significantly above their current grade level.  Many kids can read above level material but cannot understand 

it.  There are many students who can understand anything that is read to them, but cannot decode words above their level.  

For advanced learner programs, they have to be able to do both.    

So what does that mean for our daily operation and groupings?  We know that students who have similar strengths do best 

when they have a peer group that is at a similar level but we also need to insure that our grouping is not limiting.  Grouping 

should not create self fulfilling prophecy by excluding those not identified by the process that occurred in second grade or 

by failing to expose all students to rigorous curriculum.  Crofton Woods is fortunate to have a very large number of students 

who have been identified as “Advanced Learners” and/or “Gifted and Talented”.  We are easily able to create peer groups 

of advanced/GT learners in each class.  We also have a large number of  wonderful on-level learners who can often join 

that level of learning, depending on the skill.  The key is to empower teachers to be diagnostic and “skill specific” and to 

have on-going access to training in differentiation for meaningful extensions and application of the learning (which we do).  

This model has already resulted in higher achievement and increased scores.  

What about an ALPs curriculum?  Well, there is no specific ALPs curriculum in AACPS, but there is a “Crosswalk” that 

merges general and advanced learner curriculum and several specific programs that our teachers use with our advanced 

learners.  There are also links within the curriculum that indicate activities that expand and enrich the general program.   

We believe that every student is “gifted much”.  No matter what, our  expectation and goal is the same.  It is that every 

student will have to employ higher level thinking as well as rich problem solving scenarios, and that every student will be 

taken from where they are and taught, and that we are elevating all students and eliminating all gaps.  

Mrs. Birus 

Principal, Crofton Woods Elementary 
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https://www.aacps.org/Page/887


Crofton Woods was recognized at the 
Harvest for the Hungry 2018 Awards 
Ceremony held at the Anne Arundel 
County Food Bank.  Members of the 
Human Relations Committee, along with 
Mrs. Birus, accepted an award on behalf 
of Crofton Woods for placing #6 in the 
county for pounds of food donated 
during the 2017 campaign.  Better 
Together, we collected 3,857 pounds of 
food – way to go Crofton Woods! 

Crofton Woods was recognized in 

September for collecting over $20,000 for 

the American Heart Association last school 

year. First place in the county! 

CWES Awesome 

CWES is # 1 



 

 

 

 

*I will be on Maternity Leave until late March.  Please welcome Mrs. Millie DeSimone, retired 

AACPS counselor, to Crofton Woods until I am able to return!  Mrs. Martin  

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

The purpose of a Parent-Teacher conference is: 
To get to know your child’s teacher. 
To learn about the school and the curriculum. 
To discuss your child’s strengths and weaknesses. 
To work with the school in setting goals and plans. 
To learn ways you can support your child at home. 
To communicate your concerns to the school. 
For teachers to learn from you what the school can do to help improve your child’s 

learning. 
 
Before the conference: 

Talk to your child. Find out how your child feels about school and his or her success. 
Make a list of your questions and/or concerns 
Discuss the purpose of the conference with your child. 
Go into the conference with a positive and cooperative attitude. 

 
During the conference: 

Let the teacher share information about your child. 
Discuss your questions and/or concerns with the teacher. 
Set up a plan to monitor your child’s progress and communicate with the school.  

 
After the conference: 

Discuss with your child the outcomes of the conference. 
Express your love, support and willingness to work with your child to achieve 

academic and personal goals. 
Follow up on any plan put in place for your child’s improvement. 
Continue to communicate with your child’s teacher and with the school.  

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin    
ammartin2@aacps.org  

 

October 1 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

October 2 

Chipotle Spirit Night 

 

October 5 

Skate Night 5-7pm 

Back to School Coffee at Panera! 

9:30am   Hosted by the PTA  

 

October 9 

Ledos Spirit Night 

 

October 12 

Kindergarten to Camp Woodlands 

 

October 15 

Mama Angela’s Spirit Night 

 

October 16 

Gr. 1 to Maryland Science Center  

Ice Cream Social 6-8pm 

 

October 17 

2hr Early Dismissal - Professional 

Development  

 

October 18 

Gr. 3 (3/K & 3/Ha) field trip to 

Baltimore Museum of Industry 

 

October 19 

Gr. 3 (3/A,3/B,3/Hu) Field trip to 

Baltimore Museum of Industry 

 

October 22 

Nandos Spirit Night 

 

October 23 

School closed for Students - 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  

 

October 31 

Halloween Parade 

Our Halloween parade is going to be the 

best yet!  More information to come. 



Absence Notes 

Please make sure that 

all absence notes 

include: 

 Student’s Legal 
Name 

 Homeroom 
Teacher’s Name 

Date and Reason 
for Absence. 

 

 

A message from the School Nurse 

 

Parents please have a change of clothes for your student in their 
locker. Even our fifth graders sometimes end up with muddy clothes 
or spills in the cafeteria and then miss class time waiting for clean 
clothes to arrive. Also, students are now allowed to have non-
medicated cough drops and chap stick at school. Please have them 
keep them in their locker and remind them that they are not to be 
shared with other students.  

Flu shots will not be provided at our school this year.  However, we 
strongly encourage you to take your child to your provider to receive 
it.  

 

Nadia Krenelka R.N. 
School Nurse 
Health Room 410-721-5370 

Crofton Woods Elementary 
School is equipped with a 
video camera system.  It 
covers selected interior and 
exterior public portions of 
the building and grounds.  It 
is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is 
monitored during emergency 
situations.  During certain 
events, when the safety or 
security of students may be 
in question, authorized 
personnel from local, state, 
or federal police or fire 
emergency units may be 
given access to view images 
projected on the camera 
system.  If you have any 
questions about the system, 
you should call the 
Supervisor of School Security 
at 410-222-5083.  

On Friday, September 28, 2018, your child brought home 
a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by 
filling out the information requested on the form and re-
turn it to Crofton Woods with your child. 

 

 

 

AACPS is committed to providing safe and secure learning 

environments for all students and employees. Successful 

completion of a criminal history background check is re-

quired for all volunteers, either on or off school property.  



Crofton Woods understands the importance of celebrating 

birthdays.   

 

Each day we announce birthdays on our morning 

announcements.  Often, parents want to share a special food 

treat at school.  Unfortunately, with the number of students with food allergies on 

the rise and the increased number of parents wanting to limit the sugars and 

food dyes for their children, we do not allow sharing special food treats in the 

classroom or cafeteria. 

 

Daily 

K  10:50-11:15 

1
st 

 11:20-11:45 

2
nd

  11:50-12:15 

3
rd

  12:20-12:45 

4
th 

 12:50-1:15 

5
th
    1:20-1:45 

2 Hour Early Dismissal 

         K  10:35-11:00 

         1
st
  11:00-11:25 

         2
nd

  11:25-11:50 

         3
rd

  11:50-12:15 

        4
th
  12:15-12:40 

        5
th
  12:40-1:05 

Have you considered MyPaymentsPlus™ for your child’s lunch account? 

  

Even if you don’t make payments online, all parents are encouraged to create a MyPaymentsPlus™ 

account in order to: 

• View cafeteria balances anytime, from anywhere 

• See what your child is purchasing in the cafeteria 

• Set up alerts so you know when the balance is low 

• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account, 

online or with the MyPaymentsPlus™ mobile app 

  

Signing up is FREE and easy! 

• Visit www.mypaymentsplus.com 

• Click “Register a free account” 

• Add your children using their Student ID Number 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/


There is so much 

happening at Crofton 

Woods...wouldn’t you 

like to be part of the 

excitement?  

Visit the PTA website to 

get involved.  

 

CWESPTA 

Please call the office if your child will 

be absent or late to school. 

Remember we have two phone 

numbers.      

 410-222-5805 

   410-721-1054 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 1 

Gr. 3 & Gr. 5 field trip to BSO 

 

November 2 

   PTA Movie Night 6:30pm 

 

November 5  

Picture retakes, groups, and candids 

    PTA Meeting - 7pm 

   Mama Angela’s Spirit Night 

 

November 6  

School closed - General Elections  

 

November 7 

CWES Magnet Info Night 

 

November 8 & 9 

2hr early dismissal - End of first 

marking period 

  

November 12-16  

 Book Fair 

 

November 13  

 Ledos Spirit Night 

 

November 16, 19 & 20  

 5th Grade Drown Proofing 

 

November 20  

Report Card distributed  

 

November 21-23  

 School Closed—Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

ParentCONNECTxp (PCxp) is an easy-to-use tool for 

communicating student progress that will allow you to take 

an even more active role in your child’s education. Parents 

and guardians of Grades 1-12 students can log onto the 

secure ParentCONNECTxp website to access their child’s 

grades and attendance.  

Parent Connect Link  

No Dogs  

On School 

Property 

Please adhere to the BOE policy, for the 

safety of our students and those who are 

dropping off and picking up students before 

and after school,    

   DO NOT BRING DOGS ONTO 

SCHOOL PROPERTY! 

Although a dog may be loving and friendly 
to its owners and family members, it can 

easily turn against strangers and is a liability 
issue for you, as well as a “clean up” issue 
too.  Pets can remain in the car with adult 

supervision. 
Thank you for you cooperation! 

https://www.cwespta.net/
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325


Kids Helping Kids  

Harvest for the Hungry 2018 
Crofton Woods Elementary School is participating in the Kids Helping Kids 

Campaign sponsored by the Anne Arundel County Food Bank.  Over 33,000 people in 
our county are living below the poverty level. All the items collected will go toward 
helping these residents of Anne Arundel county families in need.  CWES was #6 in 
the county for pounds of food donated during the 2017 campaign.  Let’s make it into 
the Top 5 this year! 

 

What does the food bank need? 

Canned meats (tuna, chicken) 

Peanut butter  & Jam/jelly (in plastic containers) 

Beans 

Canned soups and stews 

Baby products (diapers, formula) 

Breakfast cereals/ oatmeal 

Pasta and noodles 

Fruit (in individual serving containers) 

Monetary donations (each $1 donated buys 8 lbs. of food) 

 

Food  items with pull tabs and pop tops are needed.  

The food drive will run from October 1st – 31st.   

 

    Bring your donations to school.  There will be grocery carts set out by each grade 
level.  Let’s see which grade can bring in the most!  Check out the back for the daily 
specials.  Any item may be sent on any day! 









Crofton Woods Elementary ID# 01127 

 

Dear Supporter, 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year and to a new year of A+ School Rewards! This year’s A+ 

Program runs from September 7, 2018 through March 16, 2019. 

Our school Crofton Woods Elementary, ID#: 01127 has the opportunity to participate in and earn CASH from 

A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising program through your local Giant Food!   

PLEASE NOTE:   

You DO NOT need to re-register your card if your school selection(s) remains the same as last year. 

 

TO PARTICIPATE - NEW SUPPORTERS OR EXISTING SUPPORTERS WISHING TO MAKE CHANGES: 

 Beginning August 3, 2018, visit giantfood.com  and select SIGN IN at the top right to log into your 
online account.  Once logged in, select MY ACCOUNT, MANAGE MY ACCOUNT, then REWARDS & 
SAVINGS to select your school.   

 If you do not have an online account, visit giantfood.com and click REGISTER.  Follow the prompts to 
create your online account.  Once logged in, select MY ACCOUNT, MANAGE MY ACCOUNT, then 
REWARDS & SAVINGS to select your school.   

 You’ll need your 12-digit Giant Food Card number and the School ID # - OR -  if you need assistance call 
1-877-366-2668 OPTION #1. 
 

To earn points: 

 Use your registered Giant Food Card each time you shop at any Giant Food, and you will earn CASH for 
our school. You can confirm your school selection by logging into your account. 

 At the end of each month, your points are calculated and converted to CASH rewards. These CASH 
rewards for our school are updated monthly. You can track our progress when you sign in to your 
online account.   

 Our school will receive one CASH rewards check at the end of the program and can use this cash for 
any of our educational needs. 

 

Also, please encourage your family members and friends to support our school.  This could result in more 

CASH REWARDS! 

Thank you for supporting our school. 

1-877-275-2758 
giantfood.com/aplus 

askaplus@cranecommunications.com  

https://giantfood.com/
https://giantfood.com/
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
mailto:askaplus@cranecommunications.com



